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----- Original Message ----- 
From: Kevin Rees  
To: rees07@gmail.com  
Sent: Thursday, April 03, 2008 11:01 AM 
Subject: REES ePrayer Edition -- April 08 
 

ePrayer Edition  : :  n° 81  : :  03.apr.08  : :  

: :  rees.family  : :  viterbo.italy  : :  greater.europe.mission 
: :  praying that GOD will open up to us a door for the word so that we may speak forth the 

mystery of CHRIST  : :  colossians 4.3 
: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 

YOU WILL ALL FALL AWAY BECAUSE OF ME...but after I have been raised I will go 
ahead of you to Galilee (Mt 26:31-32). 

: : It just occurs to me that I still have "viterbo.italy" in the heading of this regular 
communication, though "viterbo.italy" seems every inch of the distance that stands between 

there and here during this sabbatical.  I wonder if the disciples carried a similarly "foreign" 

feeling to "galilee.israel" as they surreally marched from the Upper Room of fellowship to 
the Garden of betrayal.  They heard words, but they did not understand the conversation. 

 "'You will all fall away,' what is that about?  'After I have been raised again,' why does that 
keep coming up?  'Galilee,' but we are finally in Jerusalem, why would we go back there?"   

: : Back to the beginning, they will go…back to the beginning they must go.  It is a path 
they did not plan on, but they will walk it nevertheless.  Like so many of the witnesses of 

Christ across presumably every century, we too find ourselves back at the beginning 
trusting that Christ has already gone ahead of us to meet us in this peculiar place.  And it is 

true, we have found Christ here already ahead of us, already at work on our behalf.  The 
resurrection is a fact, but it seems part dream.  Should we go fishing?  Should we get a shift 

job at FedEx?  What has happened, Lord?  What now, Lord?  It seems like of all places, 

these types of questions are most compatible with the beginning place.  Still no concrete 
answers, but answers were never exactly promised.  What was promised is far better—the 

Lord is already in our future, already on our road.  
: : Please pray… that we would navigate wisely and courageously our upcoming, and 

potentially monumental, meeting with mission leaders on Monday, 14 April.  It is in this 
meeting that we hope to collect (finally!) some vital information regarding our future.  We 

will hopefully be in a position after this meeting to communicate with increased certainty 
some of the answers we have been purposefully shelving these last four months since we 

returned to the States.   
            We know you have been curious what will happen next.  Your patience with us, and 

with Greater Europe Mission in whose charge we remain, has been a testimony to your love 

to us, but primarily your love for the Lord Jesus Christ and the advancement of His gospel 
of grace to Italy and beyond.  Thank you so much.  We are forever touched by the high 

caliber of people that the Lord has privileged us to become united with, in, and around this 



high calling of Christ to make disciples of the nations.  Ours is a wealth that the world 
cannot match, cannot touch, and cannot tarnish—a wealth of relationships that spreads 

across continents, languages, colors, socio-economics, generations, backgrounds, and 
trajectories.  "For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things.  To Him be the glory 

forever.  Amen" (Romans 11:36). 
: : Together with you, for the sake of the Name (3 John 7), 

Kevin & Shellie Rees, with Seth, Emma, Abby, Nate, and Jocelyn 
: : http://italymission.com (inactive) : : rees07@gmail.com 828.989.4721 

: : Temporary address: 370 Running Briar Road, Fletcher, NC 28732 

4/4/2008


